MEMORANDUM

DATE: February 23, 2024
TO: Mayor Jayne Lankford & City Council
FROM: Mercy Rushing, City Manager & Parks Board Staff Director @
SUBJECT: Parks & Open Spaces Advisory Board Request for New Board
Member

Council Meeting Agenda Item for February 26,2024

Background Information:

Mineola Parks & Open Spaces Advisory Board of Directors submits the following name
for city council to consider for new appointment for a two (2) year term as allowed in our
Advisory Board Bylaws. The board received two applications for one opening which is
attached with this memo for your information.

The Parks Advisory Board voted unanimously at their board meeting on January 17,
2024, to submit Ms. Elizabeth Dry name to replace Ms. Angela Thompson who resigned
from the parks board this past October 2023.

Ms. Elizabeth Dry has been an educator for years and worked in the public and private
sectors at the campus, district, and state level She collaborated with boards from Dallas
and Austin in working with the cities and other non-profit organizations in promoting and
implementing her idea-the Promise of Peace Community Garden which she created in
2009 in East Dallas. This project was created to educate families in the area about
healthy lifestyles and horticulture. Ms. Dry moved to Mineola from the Dallas area and
quickly got involved and partnered with the City at the Mineola Nature Preserve and
established a “Foodscape” Community Garden area which opened in June 2023.

Recommendation:
It is the Parks & Open Spaces Advisory Board of Directors recommendation that

the City Council consider the new appointment of Ms. Elizabeth Dry for a two (2)
year term renewable on Sept. 30, 2026.



City Board & Advisory Board
Application Forms

A National Main Street City

The purpose of this form is to furnish information to the Mayor and City Council regarding
those persons who may desire to volunteer their time and services to the City of Mineola
by serving on one or more of the following boards and or committees:

Board of Adjustments Mineola Economic Development Corporation
Historic Museum Advisory Board i i i d
Landmark Commission Advisory Boa@iﬁﬁ%pen Spaces Advisory Boaa
Marketing/Tourism Advisory Board ning & Zoning Advisory Board

e [f you wish to make yourself available for consideration, please complete this form
and send to the City Secretary’s Office, City of Mineola, P.O. Box 179, Mineola TX.
75773 or email it to ckarch@mineola.com, our phone number is 903-569-6183.
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PLEASE NOTE: All information supplied on this form is public information
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